ENGLAND  IN  THE EIGHTEENTH  CENTURY
The decline
of Walpole's
power.
The oppo
sition
led by
Bolingbroke
 Though Walpole clung to office for a further three years,
his power was broken by the outbreak of war in 1739. He
. had sustained a serious loss in the death of Queen Caroline
in 1737, and the Opposition, always strong against him,
steadily gained in power.
There were against him, first, still a few Jacobites ready
to profit by discontent in Scotland or Ireland; there were
the Tories led by Wyndham and Shippen; there was the
Prince of Wales, whose quarrels with the King were a source
of persistent trouble to Walpole; there were the malcontent
Whigs, who complained almost daily of Walpole's autocracy
and international cowardice; there were the Boys or Patriots,
including Pitt, clamouring for a vigorous foreign policy and
denouncing Hanoverian influence,
Most serious of all Walpole's opponents was Bolingbroke,
the tireless intriguer, who contrived to unite Jacobite, Tory,
and malcontent Whig in common hostility to the Minister
that barred the way of them all to power. To his other
exceptional resources Bolingbroke added an insidious
friendship with the Prince of Wales, his model for the
Patriot King. Having fled the country on being impeached
after George I's accession, he was pardoned and returned in
1723, and recovered his estates; failing to win the friendship
of Walpole, he immediately set to work as the secret and
unofficial leader of the Opposition, combining "the wisdom
of Socrates, the dignity and ease of Pliny, and the wit of
Horace/'1 Cleverly organising Parliamentary opposition
from behind the scenes, he won the ear of the public through
the pages of The Craftsman, and only after a quarrel with
Pultenay, Earl of Bath, in 1735, when his toils had had
•their effect, did he retire from politics, return to France
and commit to paper his philosophy of statecraft. Of him
Walpole said: "All they (the Opposition) say was only a
repetition of the words he had put into their mouths and a
spitting out that venom which he has infused into them/'3
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